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Our Barnegat Family: 
 

As the new Superintendent of Barnegat School District, I think it is important to share my vision 

of the district and what we stand for.  My vision is to strive to provide an amazing, complete, and 
appropriate educational experience for all students. Students are all different and each requires 
a different level of support, different level of academic rigor, and different level of social and 
emotional support. We are all a member of one, very special, Barnegat family, and in this 
family, we support each other's successes and we pick each other up when we struggle. In this 
Barnegat family, we INSPIRE.  
 

I believe that every student in the district is an individual. As a unique individual, my vision is to 
meet the needs of each student. Academically, we will challenge our high achievers and 
support our struggling learners, while creating lessons that are relevant to the students. We will 
also provide guidance, mentorship, and support for our students to meet their individual needs, 
both emotionally and socially, to foster healthy relationships. 
  

In Barnegat, I believe we should nurture our students with empathy and sympathy. Empathy 
allows us to maintain high expectations while still being aware and supportive to a child’s 
needs. It is important to educate the whole child and this must be factored into all of our daily 
interactions, woven into the curriculum, and a driving force in our support programs.    
  

I believe that it is our responsibility to be a supportive family.  Each person within the district 
makes up our Barnegat family and, as a family, we cheer on our successes and we rally in 
times of need.   
  

It is truly a privilege to work and/or attend Barnegat Schools, and my vision is that every person 
here fosters that pride. Everything we do here, regardless of role, is within the family, and will 
be done with pride, respect, and maximum effort. We are part of something special here and 
that should be reflected in everything we do.        

I believe all students have the right to a rigorous and complete education within our district. No 
matter what their background is, or whatever unique challenges they face, our classrooms are 
inclusive of all students.  
 

I believe in rigor and high expectations.  My vision is to continuously use data to drive 
instruction so that we are challenging our students and creating relevant lessons.  
  

Education should be engaging so that students want to learn and want to do great things.  The 
classrooms in our district should engage students, and in doing so, create an environment 
where students are excited about education, promoting lifelong learners. 
 

I believe that every child should succeed and can thrive in our district.  My vision is that every 
member of the Barnegat community will have an unwavering faith that the children of this 
extraordinary community will achieve their goals, and will do their part to help our children 
succeed.  
 

Driving this vision are highly passionate, highly skilled professionals that truly believe every 
student is capable of achieving success. Partnering with dedicated, committed parents and 
families, we will meet every learner where he or she is at, and with individualized instruction 
and an unwavering belief that all students are capable of great things, we will help all of our 
students achieve and exceed their potential! 
 

In the Barnegat Township School District, we are a family that is inclusive of parents/
guardians, community members, teachers, administrators, staff and students.  In a family, 
every individual matters.  We strive to lift each other up, be supportive, celebrate successes, 
and rally in times of need. 
 

As always, my door is open. I am honored and humbled to be the Superintendent of our 
amazing school district. 
 

Yours in education, 
  Dr. Brian Latwis       

Superintendent of Schools  
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CURRICULUM DEPARTMENT 
The district is pleased to report that our 
students have shown tremendous 
academic growth over the past few 
years.  Student performance has 
improved for both Mathematics and 
English Language Arts, as measured by 
the annual PARCC assessment.  As the 
tables to the left indicates, the overall 
percentage of students meeting or 
exceeding State standards has increased 
over the past four years.  Furthermore, 
the Barnegat Township School District 
has surpassed the State average for 
growth in most areas.  Let’s take a 
moment to celebrate the hard work of our 
teachers and students!   
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Community Based Instruction (CBI) is an evidence based practice 
that involves the use of sustained and repeated instructional 
activities that take place in various natural community environments 
outside of the school building in order to provide skill development 
and generalization in employment.  Barnegat Township School 
District is participating in such community activities weekly at Shop 
Rite in Waretown where the students transfer the use of money into 
the real world, read the signs for each aisle to locate ingredients to 
be used when following a recipe, learn about where in the world 
different produce comes from, and are able to implement social 
skills in a natural environment.  Our students also go to the 
Barnegat Public Library and Post Office weekly to develop many of 
their literacy skills, social skills, and communication skills. In the 
future, we are looking to expand by going to a gym to learn social 
skills and develop wellness skills as well as expanding our program 
to more grade levels.   
Structured Learning Experience (SLE) provides student work 
experience in our community.  We presently have partnerships with 
Shop Rite in Waretown, Dunkin Donuts in Waretown, Marchioni's, 
Vinnie's Italian Restaurant, Barnegat Nursing Home and Barnegat 
Public Library.  Students in this program go to the businesses and 
learn work skills such as setting tables, bagging groceries, folding 
towels, cleaning the dining area, doing returns, and socializing in a 
natural environment.  Each participant wears a uniform.  Many of 
our Barnegat students have gained employment through our 
program.  This program builds self esteem and provides the 
students with a self worthy experience. 
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COMMUNITY BASED INSTRUCTION AND STRUCTURED LEARNING EXPERIENCES 

PRE-K PROGRAM 

On, January 2, 2019, Barnegat Township  School District welcomed approximately 250 new preschool 

students in 24 classrooms.  The district was very fortunate to receive a grant for 4.3  million dollars to 

start the program.  The grant allowed the district to hire an Early Childhood Supervisor, teachers, 

paraprofessionals, two master teachers, Preschool intervention and Referral Team members that 

include a social worker and speech therapist, a preschool nurse and secretary. 

The district adopted Creative Curriculum for the Preschool Program which balances both teacher-

directed and child-initiated learning with an emphasis on responding to children’s learning styles and 

building on their strengths and interests.   It incorporates literacy , math, science, social studies, arts, 

and technology within the curriculum based on preschool learning standards.  It relates directly to the 

subject area curricula used in elementary schools, so children’s learning in preschool forms the basis of 

all of the learning that will follow.  We are very excited to welcome our three and four year old students 

to the district.   
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The Bengal Theatre Company performed A Christmas Carol earlier this month.  It was a 
success and well attended.  Look out soon for the announcement of the Spring Musical 
production.   
The Fishing Club had another great showing at the Fisherman's Flea Market.  They raised 
money to go to scholarships and other expenses of the club.   
The annual Winter Concerts got everyone in the Holiday Spirit.  The Concert, Symphonic and 
Jazz Bands all played some amazing tunes, while the Chorus and Select Choir sounded 
great.  BHS Mentoring Program, which has grown significantly this year, is collaborating with 
Community Medical Center and Children's Specialized Hospitals to do a first annual charity 
event.  Participants made holiday cards & collected toys (donated largely, in part, by BHS 
Interact Club & the Barnegat Rotary Club) for the children’s pediatric units to be distributed for 
the holidays.  We hope to continue to grow our partnership so that our students can visit and 
plan activities with Children's Specialized Hospitals throughout the school year.  
The Not Even Once program has been given to all Senior Health classes this week at 
BHS.  The Barnegat Police Department has been in all senior health classrooms presenting 
materials on the opioid crisis.  The culmination took place Friday, 12/14 in the auditorium.   
The George Street Playhouse, in conjunction with RWJ Barnabas Health, performed two shows 
of Anytown for all of our students at Barnegat High School.  Anytown is a musical about opioid 
abuse and its impact on teens and families.  This original musical empowered our students with 
the knowledge to make positive decisions to avoid substance abuse. 

BARNEGAT HIGH SCHOOL 

BHS counselors presented on the four-year college application process. On November 19th, 
we hosted a “Fajitas and FAFSA!” event--through which parents/students enjoyed a family 
dinner, and also received 1-on-1 guidance by bringing their tax returns to complete the FAFSA 
by OCC Financial Aid administration. This helped senior students who will attend any college 
receive needs-based funds. We’re excited to continue this collaboration with Ocean County 
College and hope to positively build our students’ futures.  

BHS COUNSELORS 

Follow us on Twitter  

Like us on Facebook 

RUSSELL O. BRACKMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL 

It was a busy December for Russell O. Brackman Middle School.  Our National Junior Honor 

Society had an eventful season planning their first annual Winter Wonderland.   The 

Wonderland was a night of family fun which included activities and games, refreshments and 

pictures with Santa and Mrs. Claus.  The night was a huge success.  Thanks to a variety of 

fundraisers and a generous donation from the Barnegat Township Police Department, NJHS 

was able to help 23 families this holiday season.  Our music department put on fantastic winter 

performances from the Jazz Band, Vocal Ensemble, and Chorus  and our Drama Club 

performed a Christmas parody at the BOE meeting.  We also hosted our Mentor Holiday Party 

where mentors and mentees  exchanged gift and had lunch together.  We also had our Student 

of the Month breakfast.  We are currently prepping for our “Pennies for Patients” campaign in 

January. 



 

Robert l. horbelt school 
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The end of the year was a busy one at Horbelt.  Students 

had the chance to shop for their families for the holidays at 

the annual Holiday Boutique.  Our wonderful PTA gathered 

gifts for the students to buy and  ring home to surprise 

mom, dad, and siblings,  Horbelt students were also 

honored to have Santa and Mrs. Claus visit them right 

before break.  They visited every class, sang a song, and 

every student received a candy cane.  It was a ho-ho-

happy time for the student body!  Our Grade 2 students 

performed their Christmas Around the world to a  

captivated audience of parents.  It was beautiful and well 

attended!  Well done grade 2 teachers and students!   

During this season, the entire school also focused on 

giving to those in need through donations given via the 

Giving Tree and the Barnegat police, Horbelt School was 

able to help close to 30 families have a happy holiday.  

Thanks to Mrs. Dwyer for organizing this giving event, and 

thanks also to everyone who supported this initiative.  We 

especially appreciate the Lauer family who made a 

generous donation to help those in need.  It made a 

difference for may!  Let’s not forget Grade 3; they did a 

spectacular job on their winter show,.  The reviews are in, 

and the show has become a holiday hit!  You can check 

out what happens at Horbelt regularly by visiting 

#itsahorbelthing 

Finally, kudos to the entire staff here who worked together 

to get ready for our Pre K friends.  Because of everyone’s 

collaborative effort, the opening went relatively smoothly.  

We also appreciate the support we received from the 

parents to help us smooth out some of the opening 

glitches!  Welcome Pre K students and parents to the 

Horbelt family! 

At Collins, in December the holiday season was one to 

remember.  Early in the month, the Seahawk Chorus 

amazed students and parents with a selection of winter 

holiday songs to get everyone in a festive mood. The 

students also showcased their abilities on the drums 

and handbells to enhance their performance. Then we 

took the show on the road to perform at one of our local 

adult communities. Later in the month, the Collins 

School PTA continued to brighten the holiday season 

by again hosting a holiday shop and pictures with 

Santa. Students enjoyed shopping for family members, 

crafts, games, holiday movies, and of course Mr. and 

Mrs. Claus. Not to confuse a Claus with a Cause, the 

Collins School held our 3rd Annual Christmas in 

Camouflage. This special event was coordinated with 

the Barnegat VFW to collect holiday care packages for 

soldiers serving away from home this holiday season. 

Finally, just before students went on break the second-

grade classes performed their annual Holiday Show for 

both parents and students. After all of our seasonal 

events, the holiday spirit was evident in both students 

and staff, or maybe it was just the sugar from all those 

class parties. Either way, it was the most wonderful 

time of the year! #SoaringSeahawks  

Cecil S. Collins school 

LMDS has a lot to be proud of and to celebrate! Our 
staff and PTA have been working together to assist 
families in need within our community; through the 
generosity of our staff, many Dunfee families, and 
outside organizations, we will be able to make the 
holidays very special for many families in Barnegat 
this year! So many wonderful things have been taking 
place at LMDS. We had a December book giveaway 
thanks to the company, Books in Homes; they 
donated 400 books so that every student could pick a 
free book. Additionally, Costco is sending us 3 
volunteers for 16 weeks to support our Kindergarten 
teachers with reading in the classroom. We are 
excited about our school’s best turnouts for both Back 
To School Night and Conferences including this 
quarter’s record-breaking 148 students with perfect 
attendance. I would like to remind parents and 
guardians of next month’s “Principal’s Roundtable” 
meeting on January 8th at 6:30pm and our PTA 
meeting, January 9th at 7pm. 

The staff at JTDS were fortunate to have the 
opportunity to participate in a ‘Nurtured Heart’ 
training to expand the number of strategies that 
teachers can utilize to maintain healthy relationships 
and help their students develop their inner 
greatness.  A huge thank you to the PTA for creating 
our ‘Polar Express’ night that took place on 12/13/18. 
The decorations were amazing! We had a wonderful 
turnout and everyone enjoyed visiting with Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus, watching the movie, eating pizza and 
Christmas cookies, drinking hot chocolate, dancing 
to the DJ, and participating in all of the holiday craft 
stations. Keeping with the holiday spirit, a large 
number of the Donahue staff donated “needed 
goodies” and the students made Christmas cards to 
be sent to our troops serving our country during the 
holidays.  
 The Joseph T. Donahue School will undergo some 
renovations over the winter break to fix portions of 
the roof to correct the leaks that have been 
occurring. The preschool classrooms are being 
prepared and will be ready to service our new 
students joining the Donahue family on January 
second. A BIG thank you to all staff members who 
have contributed to this transition and making it 
possible. 

JOSEPH T. DONAHUE SCHOOL  LILLIAN M. DUNFEE SCHOOL 
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